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SUB J : REACTION TO PAN ABSTENTION 

REF: MEXICO 1051, 

1 . PUBLIC, GOM, AND PRI REACTION TO THE FAILURE OF THE 
OPPOSITION PARTY OF NATIONAL ACTION TO NOMINATE A PRESI- 
DENTIAL CANDIDATE HAS MADE CLEAR THE KEEN DISAPPOINTMENT 
FELT BY THE POLITICAL ESTABLISHMENT HERE. INTERIOR 
SECRETARY LABELED THE DEVELOPMENT ' NOXIOUS FOR DEMOCRACY". 

HIS SENTIMENTS WERE ECHOED BY A HOST OF PRI LEADERS, 

INCLUDING EVEN CTM PRESIDENT FIDEL VELAZQUEZ. SOME, SUCH 
AS FORMER PRESIDCENCY SECRETARY HUGO CERVANTES DEL RIO, 
EXPRESSED AN ADMITTEDLY LAME HOPE THAT PAN WOULD CHANGE 
ITS DECISION AND PUT FORTH A CANDIDATE " FOR THE GOOD OF 
THE COUNTRY AND THE GOOD OF DEMOCRACY". PRESS REPORTED 
THAT WHILE JLP CAMPAIGN WAS BEING PELTED WITH ROCKS IN 
MICHOACAN (SEE REFTEL), THE TOPIC OF CONVERSATION IN THE 
CAMPAIGN STAFF NONETHELESS WAS THE LACK OF ANY REAL OPPOSITION. 

5. COMMENT: SOMEWHAT SURPRISING WAS THE ABSENCE OF 
MUCH COMMENT TO THE EFFECT THAT PAN'S AB SETENTION WAS DUE 
TO AN INTERNAL DIVISION INSTEAD OF A DELIBERATE DECISION 
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LAMENTATION WAS ALONG THE LINES DESCRIBED IN PARA 1 ABOVE, 

UNDERSCORING THE EXTENT OF THE PRI'S LONGING FOR THE 
OPPOSITION NEEDED TO MAINTAIN THE FACADE OF AN OPERATIVE 
TWO-PARTY DEMOCRACY. IN THE PAST PRI SPOKESMEN HAVE 
BELITTLED PAN BY DECLARING VOTER APATHY, "ABSTENCIONISMO", 

THE REAL ENEMY. AS ONE INDEPENDENT POLITICAL ANALYST PUT 
IT, "THE PRI MUST NOW PROVE (BY OVERCOMING VOTER ABSTEN 
TIONISN) THAT ITS HEGEMONY IS LEGITIMATE". 

THOMPSON 
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